


The goal of the Atlas of Dutch Brazil is to map the mutual 
cultural heritage of The Netherlands and Brazil.
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The relationship between Brazil and The Netherlands has 
already lasted for more than 400 years. From the end of the 
16th century the Dutch looked for trading possibilities along 
the coast of Brazil. Between 1630 and 1654 a colony was 
established in the northeast of Brazil, which was called New 
Holland. Even though historical and iconographical informa-
tion remains about these early contacts, little is known about 
the built cultural heritage from this period.

Remains from the Dutch presence are expected in eleven 
Brazilian coastal states. A Brazilian-Dutch-Portuguese-
Spanish cooperation has set up a project called the Atlas of 
Dutch Brazil with the objective of making an inventory of 
these sites. The priority will be to map all military defence 
works stemming from the Dutch period in Brazil, since these 
were essential constructions for the establishment and the 
protection of the colony. 

Historical research in Brazil, The Netherlands, Portugal 
and Spain will be followed by archaeological surveys in 
Brazil. In the future the project will be enlarged to include 
commercial or civil objects and shipwrecks. All data will be 
collated and transposed onto an interactive website and a 
publication.
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The ‘Atlas of Dutch Brazil’ project, begun in 2007, 
aims to focus attention on the mutual cultural heritage 
between The Netherlands and Brazil and thereby effect 
their permanent protection and conservation by means 
of the following objectives:

1. Interactive website www.atlasofdutchbrazil.org.
The results of the Atlas of Dutch Brazil project,  
concerning the shared history of The Netherlands and 
Brazil, are presented to the public worldwide on this 
Internet site.

2. Landmarks/ Plaquettes. Small commemorative/
information panels will be erected at each of the former
sites, describing their historical importance.

(2014 - 2016)
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3. Mobile Information Centre. This is a large van that
can be driven to any desired location. In the van there is
a complete workshop for the processing of archaeological
and historical data. This also includes showcases with arti-
facts, information panels, brochures, computer and video
images designed to inform and stimulate (local) public
interest in archaeological research and the mutual cultural
heritage in Brazil.

4. Exhibitions. The first exhibition, entitled The Dutch
Forts in the Brazilian State of Paraíba was organized in the
‘Nederlands Vestingmuseum’ in Naarden in the autumn of
2007. Others will follow.

5. Publication. Articles and reports will be written about
the results. The final results of the Atlas of Dutch Brazil
will be published in book form.

6. Documentaries. A documentary about the project is
planned.

7. Presentations. Presentations about the results will be
given at conferences

8. Events. Throughout the project small events will be
organized.
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Before 2014   · Start of the project in the States of Paraíba 
   · Start of the website www.atlasofdutchbrazil.org 
   · Exhibition in the ‘Nederlands Vestingmuseum’ about the Atlas of Dutch Brazil 

2014   · Project in the State of Pernambuco (Itamaracá, Recife/Olinda, Fernando de Noronha and the rest of the state)
 
2015    · Project in the States of Maranhão, Pará/Amapá, Ceará and Rio Grande do Norte  

2016    · Project in the States of Alagoas/Sergipe, Bahia and the rest of the states (Espirito Santo, Rio de Janeiro etc.) 
   · Retrospective and conclusion of the project 
   · Installation Mobile Information Centre 
   · Installation landmarks and plaquettes on historical sites in Brazil 
   · Presentation final publication
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General coordinator
• Oscar Frederik Hefting, MA, New Holland Foundation

Staff
• Prof. Marcos Albuquerque, PhD, Laboratório de 
   Arqueologia, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
• Oscar Frederik Hefting, MA, New Holland Foundation
• Prof. Veleda Lucena, PhD, Laboratório de Arqueologia,
   Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
• Hans van Westing, New Holland Foundation

Scientific Committee
• Ernst van den Boogaart, MA, Amsterdam

• Prof.Dr. Gert J. Oostindie, Koninklijk Instituut voor
   Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde (KITLV), Leiden
• Kees Zandvliet, PhD, Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam

Coordinator archaeological research
• Prof. Marcos Albuquerque, PhD, Laboratório de 
  Arqueologia, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco

Archaeological Survey Team
• Prof. Marcos Albuquerque, PhD, Laboratório de 
   Arqueologia, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
• Peter Frikken, specialist survey, Stichting Archeologie en       
   Monument, The Netherlands

• Oscar Frederik Hefting, MA, New Holland Foundation
• Prof. Veleda Lucena, PhD, Laboratório de Arqueologia, 
   Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
• Darlene Maciel de Souza, MA, Laboratório de Arqueolo-   
   gia,Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
• Marcelo Milanez, logistics, Laboratório de Arqueologia,
   Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
• Doris Walmsley, photographer, Laboratório de 
   Arqueologia, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
• Hans van Westing, New Holland Foundation

Coordinator website
• Barbara Consolini, MA, Amsterdam
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Coordinator historical research in The Netherlands 
• Lodewijk Hulsman, PhD, Universiteit van Amsterdam

Subcoordinator historical research in Brazil
• Hugo Coelho Vieira, Instituto Ricardo Brennand 

Subcoordinator historical research in Portugal
• Prof. Nuno Senos, PhD, Centro de História de Além-Mar,   
  Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal

Subcoordinator historical research in Spain
• Prof. José Manuel Santos, PhD, Departamento de 
   Historia, Medieval, Moderna y Contemporánea, 
   Universidad de Salamanca

Subcoordinators website 
Design:
• Jeroen Joosse, Amsterdam
Technology:
• Karel Brascamp, Seq, Amsterdam

Editors website
• Prof. Marcos Albuquerque, PhD, Laboratório de 
   Arqueologia, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
• Oscar Frederik Hefting, MA, New Holland Foundation
• Prof. José Manuel Santos, PhD, Departamento de 
   Historia, Medieval, Moderna y Contemporánea, 
   Universidad de Salamanca 
• Prof. Nuno Senos, PhD, Centro de História de Além-Mar,    
   Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal
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• Atlas of Mutual Heritage, The Netherlands
• New Holland Foundation, The Netherlands
• Stichting Archeologie en Monument, The Netherlands
• Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, Brazil
• Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal
• Universidad de Salamanca, Spain

10



• Embassy of the Kingdom of The Netherlands, Brazil
• Fundación Cultural Hispano-Brasileña, Spain
• KLM, Royal Dutch Airlines
• Ministerie van Onderwijs, Cultuur en Wetenschap,
   The Netherlands
• Mondriaan Foundation, The Netherlands 11



From the end of the 16th century on, the Dutch sought 
possibilities for trading overseas. Colonies, trading posts 
and forts were established in America, Africa, Asia and 
Australia. At the peak of the Dutch Golden Age the colony 
of ‘New Holland’ was founded in Brazil, and it is to this 
colony that the Foundation owes its name.

The objectives of the New Holland Foundation are: 
* the promotion of scientific research into, and the preser-
vation of, Dutch cultural heritage overseas. This heritage 
includes objects with a military, commercial or civil back-
ground as well as archive material 
* the advancement of a better understanding of the mutual 
influence, past and present, between The Netherlands and 
overseas regions 

The Foundation strives to realize her aims by: 
* promoting scientific research into the areas concerned 
with the purpose of contributing to a better understanding 
and/or preservation of the above-mentioned Dutch cultural 
heritage 
* amassing documentary evidence on, and the implemen-
tation of studies related to Dutch cultural heritage over-
seas 

* advising institutions or individuals who manage or own 
historical monuments linked with the above-mentioned 
Dutch cultural heritage, with regard to their protection, 
management, use and conservation
* setting up committees for various fields of research 
* providing information by organizing lectures, 
conferences, guided tours, excursions etc.
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Recommending Committee
Martin J. Berendse, State Archivist of the Netherlands, 
Nationaal Archief
Frits J.L. van Dulm, PhD., Secretary of the Stichting 
Centrum voor Internationale Erfgoedaangelegenheden 
(CIE), Leiden
Frans W.M. Fontaine, MA, Exhibition Maker, Specialism 
Latin America, Tropenmuseum, Amsterdam
Emilie E.S. Gordenker, PhD., Director Mauritshuis, 
The Hague
Bas C.P. Kreuger, MA, Director Nederlands Vestingmu-
seum, Naarden
Ivo W. Opstelten, LLM, Minister of Security and Justice
W.M.J. (Wim) Pijbes, General Director Rijksmuseum, 
Amsterdam Coen O.A. baron Schimmelpenninck van der 
Oije, MA, chamberlain to H.M. the King
Willem Bijleveld, PhD., General Director Scheepvaart-
museum, Amsterdam

Recommending Committee Brazil
Maarten de Haan, Chairman Nederlandse Vereniging, 
Rio de Janeiro

Secretariat
Heleen J. van der Molen, MA

Patron
His Highness Prince Maurits van Oranje-Nassau, 
van Vollenhoven

Director
Oscar Frederik Hefting, MA
Oscar Hefting graduated in Classical
Archaeology from Amsterdam University
(UvA) in 1992. Since 1999 he has
specialized in Dutch Cultural Heritage in
Brazil. He is presently Project Coordinator
of the Atlas of Dutch Brazil project.

Board
President:
J. Oscar M. van den Ende, MBA
Oscar van den Ende is former CEO of In-
tres, the largest retail service organization 
in The Netherlands and former COO of 
Albert Heijn. He is also chairman/direc-
tor of various boards, foundations, public 
organizations and trade organizations.

Secretary:
Hans W.M. van Westing, MA
Hans van Westing studied archaeology 
at the State University of Groningen 
(The Netherlands). He specialised in 
maritime archaeology. Working as 
project manager for the Foundation 
Archaeology & Monument since 1985 
he has researched fortifications in the 
north of The Netherlands.         

Treasurer:
Dick C. Loman, MBA
Dick Loman graduated in Business Ad-
ministration from Rotterdam’s
Erasmus University. He has work 
experience in various marketing 
management positions in the field of 
consumer goods and is presently a 
marketing consultant.
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New Holland Foundation
Prinsengracht 961-e
1017 KL Amsterdam,  The Netherlands
Tel. /Fax: +31-20–4221791
Email: info@newhollandfoundation.nl
Website: www.newhollandfoundation.nl


