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Map of Brazil, Johannes Blaeu, 1637

Mutual Heritage Project
run jointly by Brazil, The Netherlands and Spain



Introduction

The relation between Brazil and The Netherlandsatr@sdy lasted for more than 400 years.
From the end of the Y&century the Dutch looked for trading possibilitaeng the coast of
Brazil. Between 1630 and 1654 the Dutch establisheolony in the northeast of Brazil
called New Holland. Even today the then GoverndadoMaurits van Nassau Siegen is still
renowned for his modern and prosperous way of gutlie colony (1637-1644). A fascinating
glimpse into the world of this Dutch period is pagted by writers such as Caspar Barlaeus
and Johan Nieuhof and painters such as Frans Regtlbert Eckhout. In archives and
libraries in Brazil, Holland, Portugal and Spainechunore information lies waiting to be
discovered. Nevertheless little is known aboutithit cultural heritage from this period.

Historical and archaeological research in 200232&0Fort Orange on the island of
Itamaracd in Brazil, gave new insights into thdding methods used for constructing Dutch
forts in Brazil. Underneath the present fort, whiglbuilt of limestone blocks, another, earlier
fort was uncovered where the ramparts were constiuaf sand, clay and wood. This fort
stems from the Dutch period and was, for the grgstd, built according to the old-
Netherlands system of fortification. Bricks wereddor the construction of the entrance, the
floors of the soldiersbarracks in the terre-plein and, especially forghepowder house.
Irregular stones were used as foundation for theabks. Along the northeast coast of Brazil
the Dutch built at least 48 forts or fortificatioos strategic points. Remains of the Dutch
presence are expected in eleven Brazilian codsiigiss namely Rio de Janeiro, Bahia,
Sergipe, Alagoas, Pernambuco, Paraiba, Rio Gramtode, Ceara, Maranhao, Para and
Amapa. A Brazilian-Dutch-Spanish cooperation hasipea project called ‘Atlas of Dutch
Brazil’ with the objective of making an inventorythese sites.

Goal

The goal of the project is to map all military dede works related to the Dutch presence in
Brazil during the 18 and 17" century. These were essential constructions for th
establishment and the existence of a colony. Irfuhee the Atlas will be enlarged to include
commercial and civil objects as well as shipwreél®@. the military phase, some 3 years’
work in historical and archaeological researchesassary for the accumulation of all
information about the defence works and verifiaaiod this in the field. Ultimately
landmarks will be placed on historical sites arfdrimation will be made available to the
public in a permanent museum and mutual heritaggee Brazil. The project will advise
monument- and other institutions when required.

Methodology

Historical research will be carried out in archieesl libraries in Brazil, The Netherlands,
Portugal and Spain. The Atlas of Mutual Heritagev(v.atlasofmutualheritage will be

used as a starting-point. Subsequently Braziliahutch researchers will carry out a
Monuments Inventory Project (MIP) and verify infation by survey in the field. Thus no
excavations will take place during this stage. Abitelaboratory and information centre will
be used to collect and process all data.

Results of the project will consist of an interaetivebsitevww.atlasofdutchbrazil.org
in four languages (English, Portuguese, Spanistbanch) and a final publication.
Exhibitions will be organized in Brazil, The Netkards and Spain. By this time training will
be given to work force and guides in Brazil to stiate continuity. On historical locations,
such as defence works and battlefields, landmaik&evplaced. Finally all information will
be made available to the public in a permanent orasend mutual heritage centre in Brazil.




Justification

Until now there was only very fragmentary and incompleterimgttion about the Dutch
presence in Brazil during the.@nd 17 century. Information can be found in archives,
libraries or even handed down by word of mothe purpose of this project is to assemble
all information related to this period in one place

Knowledge transfer

The ‘Laboratério de Arqueologia’ of the ‘UniversidiaFederal de Pernambuco’ (UFPE) has
more than forty years experience and is speciaiis#ite archaeology of the Colonial Period
in Brazil, particularly in the construction of fertThis knowledge is important for the
fieldwork in Brazil and the creation of the projethe New Holland Foundation will
contribute expertise on Dutch forts, sources, lImgldraditions and archaeological research.
International cooperation

The project is a cooperation between the Braziliaboratorio de Arqueologia’ of the UFPE
and the Dutch New Holland Foundation. Liber, ‘Ladtorio de pesquisa’ of the UFPE
coordinates the website and the historical reseairtie Portuguese sources in Brazil. The
‘Universidad de Salamanca’ in Spain is respondini¢he historical research in Portugal and
Spain. The Dutch ‘Stichting Archeologie en Monumdiats agreed to serve in an advisory
role. The International Council on Monuments ang<S{ICOMOS) and other institutions
such as the Brazilian ‘Instituto do Patriménio digto e Artistico’ (IPHAN), the Dutch
‘Rijksdienst voor Archeologie, CultuurlandschapManumenten’ (RACM) and the
‘Stichting Menno van Coehoorn’ will be available fmnsultation. Financial support came
already from the Embassy of the Kingdom of The Be#nds in Brazil, the Ministry of
Education, Culture and Science (O, C & W) and ttenditiaan Foundation in The
Netherlands and the ‘Fundacion Cultural HispancsBeéa’ in Spain.

Political commitment

The project will be dealing with the mutual cultuin@ritage of Brazil and The Netherlands
and is therefore of interest to both countries. Brezilian Embassy in The Hague and the
Embassy of the Kingdom of The Netherlands in Braaile stressed the importance of the
project and promised all support. The Brazilian Miont Institution IPHAN also fully
supports the project.

Reinforcement of the cultural identity of Brazil

Even though the Dutch presence in Brazil lasteg arghort time, much documentation has
accumulated in museums, libraries and archiveswkaatge of the built cultural heritage will
contribute to a better understanding and presenvati the monuments from this period.
Public awareness

The websitevww.atlasofdutchbrazil.orgill offer an opportunity for a world-wide audiemc
to follow the historical and archaeological resbaand learn more about the mutual history of
Brazil and The Netherlands. In this way new redearntl be stimulated. The Mobile
Information Centre, the permanent Museum and theuduHeritage Centre in Brazil will
bring knowledge, interest and awareness of thigdggr to a local level. Landmarks on
historical locations in Brazil will also bring hesty closer to the public. In The Netherlands
exhibitions around the results will be organisethie ‘Nederlands Vestingmuseum’ in
Naarden.

Recommendations

The Atlas of Dutch Brazil offers the possibilityrftihe people of Brazil and The Netherlands
to learn more about their mutual cultural heritajee information contained in the Atlas
aims to promote a better understanding of the nhutflaence between the two countries by
contributing to a better protection, managemerd,arsl conservation of this heritage. This
will stimulate education, economy, employment amgism in the areas concerned.




Duration

3 years

Starting date

1% of September 2007
Time Schedule:

-2007 -Start of the project in the States of Paraitod Maranhao
-Installation Mobile Information Centre
-Start of the websiteww.atlasofdutchbrazil.org
-Exhibition in the ‘Nederlands Vestingmuseum’ abthé Atlas of

Dutch Brazil

-Start training of the work force and guides in Bra
-2008 -Project in the States of Para, Amapa andéCea

-Start international exhibition ‘The Dutch in tAenerica’s’ in Spain
-2009 -Project in States of Rio Grande do Norten&®buco and Alagoas
-2010 -Project in States of Sergipe, Bahia araddei Janeiro

-Presentation final publication
-Installation landmarks on historical sites
-Installation Museum and Mutual Heritage Cemr8razil

Further information

For Brazil:

Laboratério de Arqueologia

Mr. Prof. Marcos Albuquerque, PhD
Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
Caixa Postal 7874

CEP-50.740-970 Cidade Universitaria
Recife (PE)

Brazil

Tel: +55-(0)81-99728184

Fax: +55-(0)81-34592207

Email: marcos@magmarqueologia.pro.br

Website:www.magmargueologia.pro.br

For The Netherlands:
New Holland Foundatio
Mr. Oscar Fftihg, MA
Prinsengrédhe9
1017 KL Amsterdam
The Nethedand
Tel./[Fax: +31-20-4221791
Email:.oscarhefting@hotmail.com
Websitgww.newhollandfoundation.nl
KvK Amsterdam: 34202740
ABN-AMRO Amsterdam: 40.08.81.020

Amsterdam/Recife, May 2007



